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Mopern SuRGERY. 


Possibly all members do not realise how greatly 
some of the modern surgical advances have facili- 
tated surgery in everyday veterinary practice. It 
is possible, nowadays, to operate on a farm with 
something very much more like asepsis than would 
once have been thought attainable, and often also 
with far less trouble than used to be necessary, 
Modern methods of sterilisation, and recent im- 
provements in local anxsthesia, account for this ; 
and, greatly as those advances have helped medical 
men, they have helped veterinary surgeons even 
more. In both professions, they have enabled men 
in practice to easily perform operations that might 
formerly have been left to specialists. 

Scarcely more than a decade ago, if an operation 
- was to be conducted in conformity with the ac- 
cepted laws of surgical technique, much prepara- 
tory trouble, including the provision of hot 
water, was necessary. The iodine method now 
enables us to sterilise the skin more effectively, 
even in unfavourable surroundings, with much 
less trouble. This is a great advance from 
the practitioner’s point of view, but perhaps 
the modern methods of local anesthesia have 
helped us still more. Many operations can’ 
now be performed standing for which casting 
would once have been necessary; many others, 
formerly done in haphazard fashion upon a resist- 
ing animal on his feet, are now executed without 
difficulty upon an unresisting subject. General 
anesthesia has done much for our work as regards 
the more serious operations; but perhaps local 
anesthesia and the iodine sterilisation method have 
done even more to — everyday vet- 
erinary surgery to the human level. 

Add to these factors the more careful and de- 
tailed surgical and pathological instruction now 
given in the schools, and it is not surprising that 
the veterinary surgeon of to-day should have a 
larger répertoire of operations, and perform them 
more skilfully, than his predecessor of a generation 
ago. That such is the case, there is no doubt at 
all. There are still a few members, as there were 
once a good many, who operate as little as possible, 
and probably not very skilfully ; but most of the 
average men are both willing and able to undertake 
any operation that can fairly be expected of a 

ractitioner. That is hopeful; for perhaps there 
is no branch of our work in which the trained man 
has so marked and so obvious an advantage over 
the empiric as he has in all-round operative 


surgery. 


FRACTURE OF PEDAL BONE: 
OPERATION—RECOVERY. 


Subject. A black gelding, eight years old, a 
N.C.O.’s charger from an Artillery unit, was ad- 
mitted to hospital terribly lame on the near fore 
leg. 

History forwarded with the gelding was that 
the wheel of a motor lorry had passed over the 
outside of the foot. Some days after the accident 
pus appeared from an orifice at the junction of the 
coronary band and the hoof, on the outside of the 
foot at the posterior third. The farrier had thinned 
the hoof below the coronary band. 

Examination on arrival at the hospital revealed 
a greatly swollen coronary band with exudation of 
a thin, foetid pus from the area where the hoof had 
been rasped. It was decided to operate immedi- 
ately, and to find out the exact extent of the 
injury. 

After casting and chloroforming; the hoof was 
rasped thin, as when operating for quittor. A 
semicircular window was made in the wall of the 
hoof. On probing, no sinus running in the direc- 
tion of the lateral cartilage could be found. The 
layer of sensitive laminge was removed and the 
pedal bone exposed. After careful examination 
with the probe, a crack in the bone could be de- 
tected, and after further removal of hoof and lam- 
inate in the direction of the bearing surface, a 
portion of the bone about 1 in. long, }in. wide, and 
+in. thick was removed. Although very close to 
the joint the latter was riot implicated. The pus 
had worked right down to the sole, and in order to 
get drainage a further quantity of hoof had to be 
removed in a downward direction. The wound 
was swabbed out with Tinct. iodine, packed with 
gauze, and bandaged. 

For twelve days after the animal was very lame. 
The discharge gradually diminished until, 17 days 
afterwards, the wound was beautifully clean, and 
remained so. 

Treatment consisted of hot Eusol foot-baths 
daily, the wound afterwards being dressed with 
Cyanide gauze, moistened with Eusol solution and 
covered with jaconet, and bandaged. After 16 
days the wound was not covered up, but dusted 
several times daily with Calcium chloride and Bor- 
acic acid dressing. In 21 days the gelding was 
walking sound, the swelling had gone from the 
coronet, and the wound was rapidly closing up 
and growing out. 


F. Cuampers, Capt. a.yv.c, 
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RUPTURED UTERUS IN A COW. 


Late on Christmas night I was called upon to go 
and see a cow from which the farmer had delivered 
an abnormally presented dead fostus at mid-day. 
He said he could only feel points of hocks and 
tail, and was congratulating himself on how easily 
he delivered the calf. 

On my arrival I found a first-calving cow. She 
was down but got up quite easily, walked stiffly 
behind, gave an occasional grunt, abdomen ap- 
peared too full for a newly-calved cow, and felt 
tympanitic. The membranes had not come away, 
the bowels had not acted since calving: tempera- 
ture 104° F., and pulse quick and weak. 

I thought possibly there might be a decomposing 
foetus still present, but the cow was not forcing. 
On examination by hand, membranes were quite 
detached and came away easily, but I could not 
understand what solid lumps, about the size of 
a large lemon, I felt. After removing cleansing, I 
introduced my hand again, and inserted other hand 
into rectum, when I could feel both hands only 
separated by bowel wall, and then discovered the 
lumps were hard feces in the posterior bowel 
which had dropped through rupture into uterus. 

The cow was three parts fat, so in these hard 
times I ordered her to be slaughtered. The butcher 
soon arrived, and I saw diagnosis confirmed. 

The rupture was in upper wall of uterus in a line 
with the os, and from site and position, I. am in- 
clined to think that the farmer did not enter by 
os, but forced his hand through uterine wall and 
delivered calf through the rupture. 

I mention this case, as to me it was a lesson how 
careful one ought to bein diagnosis. One might 
easily have missed it if in a hurry, as the cow did 
not, on casual examination, appear to be seriously 
ill—especially to the farmer. 

Huan Fraser. 

Bideford. 





ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


INTRAVENOUS INJECTIONS OF SOLUTIONS OF 

CarBoLic ACID AND GUAIACOL IN TREATMENT 

OF STRANGLES, PurPpuRA H@MORRHAGICA, AND 
ContTaGious PNEUMONIA. 


There is to-day a great tendency to regard anti- 
septics used in vivo as having little or no action. 
Poret, in Le Recueil, reports some clinical exper- 
iences which lead to a very different conclusion. 
He has used carbolic acid at 2 per 1000, and 
guaiacol at 10 to 15 per 1000, injected intraven- 
ously, as antiseptics in strangles, purpura hemor- 
rhagica, and pneumonia. From 400c.c. to 500c.c. 
of this solution were injected intravenously at each 
dose, and the injection was even repeated the same 


day. 
Ti was already known that carbolic acid may 
safely be used intravenously in the doses specified 





by the author. As regards the guaiacol, no horse 
treated presented symptoms of poisoning. The 
guaiacol proved o be strongly anti-thermic, causing 
a febrile temperature to fall very rapidly to 100.4° F. 
It should, however, be noted that guaiacol has 
more of local irritant action than carbolic acid 
It may cause peri-phlebitis; but is soon remedied.— 
(La Clinica Veterinaria). 


CasE oF Muscunar ATROPHY. 


Hubner has recorded the following peculiar case 
(Oesterr. Wochenschr. fiir Tierheilk). A mare, 
when leaping a fixed obstacle, fell upon her left 
shoulder, and arose upon three legs. Examination 
revealed no fracture or contusion, and no sensitive- 
ness of any part. Further examination showed an 
absolute insensibility of all the regions of the 
limb, even energetic pricking of the coronet failing 
to produce any reaction. The case was, therefore, 
one of paralysis due to a lesion of the. brachial 
plexus. 

The sensibility reappeared little by little, but 
the lameness lasted for six months. At the end of 
four months the walk was normal, but the muscles 
of the scapula were completely atrophied. 

Hubner saw the mare again seven years later, 
and found that she still presented the same atrophy. 
The scapula seemed to be covered simply by the 
skin, through which the scapula spine and the car- 
tilage of prolongation were clearly perceived. 
Nevertheless, the sensibility of all the region was 
normal, and the functional mechanism of the whole 
limb was perfectly executed at the walk, the trot, 
or the gallop, although no compensatory hyper- 
trophy of the other groups of muscles was seen. 
It is an interesting case, offering no hope of suc- 
cessful treatment, and is recorded by the author on 
account of its peculiarity.—(Revista de Veterinaria 
Militar.) 


SPONTANEOUS UNION OF A FRACTURE IN A Foat, 


Roynard has recorded the following case (Bullet. 
Soc. des Sciences vétér. de Lyon). A foal, one year 
old, sustained a fracture of the right radius in its 
inferior third. The animal was left without treat- 
ment, and was slaughtered three months later. It 
was then found that the fracture had been consoli- 
dated by a very voluminous callus, pierced by 
numerous fistule. The peripheral reunion was 
realised by an abundant periosteal proliferation 
soldering together the two extremities of the frac- 
ture, which were badly adapted to each other. The 
ulna was prolonged as far as the inferior epiphysis 
of the radius, forming a bridge over the surface of 
the callus. Roynard considers that this case de- 
monstrates the part played by the periosteum both 
in pathological neoformations and in the normal 
growth of the bone.—(Rev. de Veterinaria Militar). 


W.R. C. 
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NORTH OF IRELAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


[Nationa V.M.A. Iriso Brancu.] 


A meeting was held on Friday evening, Dec. 22, 1916, 
in the Royal Avenue Hotel, Belfast, to consider the 
uestion of increasing the scale of fees, including those 
or the examination of horses, and also for duties per- 


formed in connection with the Diseases of Animals| ] 


Acts. : . 

The ietowing members of the profession were pre- 
sent :—Messrs. W. P. Walsh, Magherafelt; J. Ewing 
Johnston, J. McLean, E. W. Suttle of the Department 
of Aggoaltare, A. Stringer, J.J. Ross, J. A. Jordan, 
City Veterinarian, Belfast; F. Russell, Lisburn ; W. C. 
M. Smith, Newry ; J. W. Peat, Cootehill ; H. M’Con- 
nell, Armagh ; J. Kernohan, Ballymena ; John P. Small, 
Clones; Henry Gibson, Thomas J. Carroll, Cavan ; 
E. Wilson, Virginia, Co. Cavan ; P. A McCorry, Bally- 
connell, Co. Cavan; R. M. Thompson, Lurgan; John 
Loughran, Aughnacloy; A. M. Crichton, Lisburn ; 
Samuel Little, Dungannon ; A. P. Logan, Ballyclare. 

On the motion of Mr. J. Kernohan, seconded by Mr. 
John F. Small, the chair was taken by Mr. A. M. 
Crichton. ‘ é 

The CHAIRMAN, who was received with loud applause, 
said: Gentlemen,—We are met here to-night for a 

ific purpose, and before we go on with the business 
wish to thank you all for the honour you have con- 
ferred upon me in placing me in the chair on this re- 
nsible occasion. On behalf of the North of Ireland 


.M.A., I beg to offer to the veterinary surgeons present 
who are not members of the Association a hearty wel- 
come, and I hope ere this meeting has terminated that 
we will have come toa happ. 


conclusion in regard to the 
matter which we were called together to discuss. (Hear, 
hear). I beg to thank you very much for placing me in 
the chair, and I will try to conduct this meeting to a 
satisfactory finish. I would like to say that we are 
very glad to see the strangers here, and before we dis- 
en A hope they will help us by becoming members of 
this Associati ‘n. Union is strength, and we want all 
the members we possibly can get. By union we can 
help one another, and so help the profession generally. 
We should be in the same position as the andes’ pro- 
fession. We should be able to say, “We will do a 
certain thing for a certain remuneration.” We want to 
be a power in the land; we want to help the public, and 
at the same time to help ourselves. That is what we 
are assembled for to-night, and I hope before this meet- 
ing concludes we will be able to say we have done good 
for the public and for ourselves. (Applause). 

Mr. J. A. Jonpan (Hon. Sec.) said he did not con- 
sider it necessary to read letters from thse who had 
promised to attend the meeting, as he took it they were 
nearly all present. He would therefore read letters 
from those who had not been able to attend. The 
majority of those from whom he had received communi- 
cations were in favour of the proposal. 

enwing 13 gentlemen were distinctly in favour 
of a fee of 10s. for examinations: Messrs. F. W. Emery. 
Belfast ; A. E. Anderson, Londonderry ; P W. Cooper, 
Carrickmacross ; J. McBirney, Rathfriland ; H. Allison, 
Sam Co. Donegal ; Richard H. Gilmore, Cole- 
raine; J. Hughes, Downpatrick: J. Purdy, Belfast ; 
John 0. Kyle, Limavady; James Crooks; R. M. Hamil- 
ton, Castleblaney ; W.S. Lamont, Cookstown ; J. G. 

Downpatrick. 

Messrs. John Howatt, Londonderry ; C. 8S. Addison, 

Clones; J. A. Gault, Ballymoney, would agree to the 


of the meeting. 
aa J.D. Neary, Ardee, Vo. Louth, charges 10s. as a 


rments are 





Messrs. James Dawson, F. W. Hart, Enniskillen ; 
W. F. McConnell, Strabane, do not consider the 10s, 
fee practicable in their districts. 

vr. Gordon Stewart, Ballymena, is “not in favour.”] 

Mr. Robert Kernohan, Ballymena, wrote: “I quite 
agree that 10s. is a small enough fee for examining a 
horse, and if everyone would go in for it and stick to 1 
so should I. I, however, am quite confident this woul 
not be done, and the people in the majority of cases 
would go to where they could get it done for 5s., which 
know they would. Our Society has no means of com- 
pelling —- to adopt this fee ; therefore, I do not 
feel I wee be doing myself justice in voting for the 
proposal.” 

Mr. A. Snodgrass, Strabane, wrote: “I will be willing 
to any scale of fees arranged, except in the case of ex- 
amination of horses for soundness, where I am not in 
favour of an increase. Here we examine very few 
horses, and those we do examine are generally low- 
— animals, that I feel sure would not be brought 

or examination were we to increase the fee to 10s. In 

the case of high-priced animals I always charge and get 
a fee of 10s. About twelve months ago, in view of the 
extra cost of living and increased cost of transit, I in- 
creased my ordinary fees from 25 per cent. to 50 per 
cent., and find I have no trouble in getting the increase. 
In fact, I am in the happy position of being able to say 
Iam quite content with the fees I get, and feel they 
will — favourably with the fees charged in any 
part of the north. Should a uniform scale of charges 
be arranged I will do my best to fall in with it.” 

Mr. .A. A. Donnelly, Drogheda, wrote: “In Drogheda 
District, which embraces principally the counties of 
Meath and Louth, the fee for examination ef horses as 
to soundness is one guinea, and half that amount to 
smaller farmers, traders, dealers, etc. I am of opinion 
that for the duties to be performed in connection with 
the Diseases of Animals Acts the remuneration might 
in many cases be improved. In some cases the Depart- 

prety to blame, as they should not sanction 
the scale of fees offered by some county councils to their 
veterinary inspectors. t the time the Tuberculosis 
Order came into operation (though at present suspended 
owing to the war) the Meath County Council offered a 
starvation fee of 10s. 6d. for each case to be dealt with 
under the Order, and a fee of -10s. 6d. when it was 
necessary to value the animal. The 10s. 6d. included 
perhaps making several visits to see the animal, the 
distance to be covered might be often nine or ten miles 
or more from home, making a microscopical examina- 
tion or tuberculin test, post-mortem examination, etc. ; 
in fact, all for the large and munificent sum of 10s. 6d. 
The veterinary inspectors of Meath met and protested 
against such injustice ; they attended at the Meath 
County Council meetings, and made representations to 
the Department, but all to no purpose. The Depart- 
ment wrote to the County Council asking the latter 
to reconsider the fee offered, as the remuneration ap- 
peared quite inadequate for the work to be performed, 
but at the same time the Department sanctioned the 
fee. I understand another County Council in the south 
adopted similar tactics. The neighbouring county of 
Louth adopted the scale of fees laid down by the Veter- 
inary Medical Association of Ireland. The veterinary 
inspectors, of Meath and Louth have each a fixed yearly 
salary for the carrying out of all the other duties under 
the Contagious Diseases of Animals Acts.” 


Discussion. 


Mr. J. Ewinc Jonnston: At the last meeting of our 
Association I introduced the subject of higher fees and 
larger profits on medicines sold to our clients. Every- 
one has to pay more for almost every article of com- 
merce, and we as a profession are no exception. All 
our drugs are more expensive to purchase: therefore, 
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we are compelled to charge more accordingly. I say, 
baie. 4 not raise our fees as well? They are often very 
inadequate, and do not represent the responsibility we 
incur. Take, for instance, the examination of horses 
for the small fee of 5s. These animals themselves have 
increased almost 40 per cent. in value ; therefore, more 
responsibility for us. The users and breeders of horses 
know now what it is to give more and get more, not 
only for horses, but for everything else they have got to 
buy and sell; therefore, I believe this is an opportune 
time for us as a profession to raise our fees in general, 
and especially the fee for the examination of horses. 
Take, for instance, the ordinary “Guinea hunter,” he 
often gets 10s., and in some cases £1 for “spotting” the 
very animal we get 5s. for the examination of, and we 
must be prepared to stand over the result of our exam- 
ination. 

The CuarrMan : We will be glad to hear the opinions 
of the various members present. So far as I am con- 
cerned, I fall in with the idea of raising the fee for the 
examination of horses and for professional work in 

neral, and also the raising of the price of medicine, 

use the cost of these things has increased enor- 
mously. 

Mr. Jorpan then read the following letter from Mr. 
E. Wallis Hoare, Cork: “Many thanks for yours of the 
18th inst. I am of opinion that a central body ought to 
be formed in Ireland to protect the interests of the pro- 
fession. The scheme with regard to the Irish branches 
of the N.V.A. has been a failure, as I expected it would 
be. Let us organise and combine, so that we may be 
able to obtain recognition by a// the municipal authori- 
ties. Is it not disgraceful that a city like Cork should 
not have a public abattoir and a veterinarian in full 
charge? The farce of inspection is carried out by un- 

ualified men. Why should not every town and city in 
reland have a system of inspection similar to that of 
Belfast? Simply because there is no organisation. 
One man can do nothing, and only gets abuse for any 
trouble he takes in such matters. Apathy is the leading 
spirit all round. Men are pitchforked into the profession 
by the schools, and the latter take no trouble about 
securing for the recent graduates positions which should 
be filled by qualified men. I am drawing attention to 
a glaring instance where unqualified men are acting as 
inspectors under the Dairy and Cowsheds Act, while a 
qualified V.S. resides in the district. The Local Gov- 
ernment Board takes no trouble in the matter, and ig- 
norant district councillors do as they like, and appoint 
their relatives and friends. A representative meetin 
of all the profession in Ireland should be called, an 
these questions thoroughly discussed. The truth is that 
the profession in Ireland has permitted itself to be 
— in the background ; enpaogaentiy) it has no in- 
uence with individuals who would be able to assist it 
in obtaining proper recognition. If we consider what 
the medical profession has achieved by combination and 
organisation, it would be apparent that we should follow 
its example. Under —* conditions a few men 
pose as “leaders,” but what have they accomplished ? 
bserve the treatment the profession in Ireland re- 
ceived in connection with the International Veterinar. 
Congress in 1914. The practitioners were ignored. It 
is now time for the Irish veterinary surgeons to show 
that they are a body of some importance, and will 
insist on having their rights and privileges recognised. 
Although the present is not a faveurable time for active 
measures, yet it is well to lay the foundation for future 
work. The first attack in the campaign must be on the 
unqualified inspectors. These must be driven out, and 
ified men must secure the posts. I am quite sure 
t the general public will assist us in this matter. 
The salaries offered by the Department of Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction must also receive attention. 
It is simply grotesque for a body of the kind to offer 


such miserable salaries. Here, again, combination will 
succeed in overcoming this ae. We must invoke 
the aid of members of Parliament. See what salaries 
are obtained in Canada and the United States by the 
officials of the veterinary departments, and compare 
them with those offered by the D.A.T.I. The entire 
system requires reorganising in this country. Of course, 
while equine practice was flourishing in Ireland ne at- 
tention was paid to the oppertunities which municipal] 
duties could afford. But things are different now, and 
very likely this is one of the factors which leads public 
bodies to imagine that a veterinary official can be ob- 
tained at a salary which would not be accepted by a 
good clerk or a skilled mechanic. I shall be much 
interested in the discussion at your meeting, and hope 
to get a full report for publication. 

Mr. B. W. Toompson (Lurgan): We have been sum. 
moned here solely for the purpose of discussing the fees 
for the examination of horses, and inasmuch as that 
letter from Mr. Hoare opens up such a big subject, | 
think it would better to leave it over for another meet- 
ing. I would say it should be printed and a copy sent 
to every member of the profession in the north of Ire- 
land, and have another meeting to discuss it. Let us 
now go on with the discussion of the business of this 
meeting. I do not think that letter has any bearing 
whatever on what we are summoned here to discuss, 

Mr. Jorpan: I think if Mr. Thompson reads the 
circular convening the meeting he will see that it was 
decided that in view of the extra cost of transit and the 
increased cost of ae the members of the profession 
in the north of Ireland wovld be reluctantly forced to 
increase their scale of fees, including those for the ex- 
amination of horses, and also for the duties performed 
in connection with the Diseases of Animals Act, so that 
I thought it was opportune to read that letter, 

Mr. Toompson: I simply mention the matter ona 
point of order. 

The CuarrMaNn: One of the principal purposes for 
which this meeting has been called is to discuss the fee 
to be charged for the examination of horses, and also 
the fees for professional work, no matter what class it 
it; also the increase in the price of medicine. Each 
one of us knows that the price of medicine has increased 
very considerabiy, and the cost of living has increased, 
We know also that in other departments of life every- 
one has got a war bonus, based on the increased cost of 
living, and this is an opportune time for us to secure 
an increase. The farmers are really in a position ; 
they are getting good prices for everything, and they 
- making more money, I believe than ever they made 

ore. 

Mr. J. Ewrnc Jonnston : Good luck to them. 

The CuarrMAN : I am only too glad to see them doing 
it. The worming really called to consider the in- 
creased prices. hy not let us stand together as one 
man, so that we may get decent remuneration for our 
services, because really in the north of Ireland we are 
not properly remunerated. You know that increased 
cost of travelling and everything else tends to the very 
end that we should band ourselves together and secure 
increased fees. I will leave it to the meeting, and I 
invite discussion en the first item, the fee for examina- 
~ ya ees sal 

r. Toompson : I rise in opposition to the proposal, 
and one of my reasons for dee so is that the practice 
has been handed down from generation to generation, 
namely, that the fee for examining a horse is 5s. in the 
north of Ireland, more particularly in my own district. 
Horses from £6 10s., £7, or £8 and upwards are ex- 
amined, and the fee of 5s. is not looked upon as pro- 
hibitive, but my opinion is that if we increase the fee, 
for every four horses we examined we will only examine 
one in future. We are not making anything from ex- 





amining these horses except our fee, and if we increase 
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I think we will actually be losers. It isa pretty well- 
known fact that in the south and west of Ireland, where 
the fees are higher, that it is only really good horses 
that are examined. I know that, so far as I am con- 
cerned, a big majority of the horses examined run as 
low as £7, and ry to, say, £50. A great many of the 
animals, if you put on a fee of 10s. would cease 
to be examined. 
The CHAIRNAN : 1 have never examined a horse at 
£7 for the past twenty years. 
Mr. THompson : I am speaking of what I have done 
, and I supppse I have a general run of the 
country practice. lam quite prepared, if you make it 
a rule with all practitioners in the north of Ire- 
to charge a fee of 10s., and I am sure I will be as 
to that as any man here. (Hear, hear). I think, 
in the interests of the ordinary country practitioner in 
the north of Ireland, that by increasing that charge you 
are not benefitting the profession, but I certainly do 
think there should be a large increase in the price of 
medicine and the fees for ordinary visits and attendance. 
I think an increase in these respects is necessary, but 
where it is simply a question of giving your opinion of 
a ag that opinion costs you no more than it did 
before the war. When the small farmer buys the poor, 
cheap little beast that he has been saving up for, and 
tes - — to have 1, conainal, he — he is 
spending a lot of money. Honestly, if you make an in- 
crease at all, I think you should make A on your visits 
and medicine, and not on your private opinion, which, 
“anyhow, is not always correct with any of us. 

r. Jonn P. Sma (Clones): When I got the notice 
of this meeting I was very pleased indeed to learn that 
it was the intention of the practitioners to raise fees, 
expecially the fee for the examination of horses. I have 

eal of sympathy with the expression of opinion 
by Mr. Thompson about the increased fee of 10s., 
and no doubt he gave reasons in support of his state- 
ment. He mentions that the addition of 5s. to the price 
of a cheap colt is a great deal in the eyes of the small 
farmer, but that does not get rid of the fact that we 
incur responsibility, and 5s. is not an equitable sum in 
ion to the value of colts at the present time and 
the responsibility attached to examination. The 
seale is not in proportion to what would be paid by an 
insurance company if they appointed a practitioner to 
examine a horse. It may be that farmers may ask for 
a written certificate, and I do not see any reason why 
they should not get one if we raise the fee. There are 
a number of practitioners giving certificates for the 5s. 
fee. I really think we should raise the fee, and if the 
members—and especially the members from my own 
district: with me I will certainly charge 10s. It 
may be a ship on farmers to spend 10s., but we 
have to look to ourselves. It is not long since a . 
titioner had to pay £7 10s. rather than be camed et 
court of law. It would be necessary for him, therefore, 
to examine thirty horses at 5s. to make up for the loss 
incurred. One could say a great deal about the exam- 
ination ef horses. 1 don’t think you could charge in 
to the value of the horse. I never examined 
a horse at £7, but [ examined ene at not much more. 
Some peo buy a “crock” horse, and they want to see 
how much of a “crock” he is. (Laughter). The only 
case where the fee might not be raised is where a com- 
mission agent comes to a fair to buy a lot of colts. I 
think that could be laid down as a practice, but in all 
cases I think the fee should be 10s. at least. 
Mr. Toompson : I think we should take into consider- 
ation the fees paid by the insurance companies. Asa 


they are not up to the 5s. standard. They are|i 


ing to mulct 


strong financial bodies, and if om are 
ould talk to the big in- 


the small farmers, I think we s 
surance companies. 





The CoairMAN : That question does net arise in this 
discussion. We will take that up afterwards if neces- 
sary. 

Mr. Jonn Loucuran (Aughnacloy) : I am in favour 
of an increase. I remember when you would examine 
any number of colts at £12 and £13, but now the lowest 
price is over £20. I also remember when [ bought 
— at 1s. 3d. per two gallon tin, and now I pay 5s. 8d. 
or it. As far as the examination fee is concerned, I 
have made up my mind to charge 10s. from the first of 
the new year. 

Mr. J. Kernonan (Ballymena): I am in sympathy 
with all the members who have expressed themselves in 
favour of raising the fee, and it would mean a good 
to my pocket if you unanimously raise the fees and 
unanimously stick to the increase. I come in contact 
with a many veterinary surgeons, I should say 
close on a score, and out of that score I venture to say 
there are not more than six members of this Associa- 
tion. Out of that number you have one here to-night 
and you have a letter from another who does not ex- 
press his opinion as to whether or not he would stick 
to the fees if raised. Some of the others who are not 
members of this Association would not go in for rais- 
ing the fees. A lot of the farmers in our district buy a 
horse once in two or three years. If they were asked 
the question, “Are you willing to pay 10s.?” they would 
reply, “No, Iam not; so and so will examine him for 
5s.” In that way you will get the farmers’ backs up, 
and the one will go to the other and say, “So and so is 
raising his fee to 10s.,” and they will try to boycott you. 
The farmers I know can look after their own interests 
as well as anyone else, and why shouldn’t they? I agree 
it is a shame that we cannot get more than 5s., but it 
has been handed down to us, and the difficulty is to get 
out of the custom. If we had an organisation like that 
the medical men have we would have no trouble ; but 
we have not got that. Another matter is that the 
farmers would consider twice whether they would get 
their horses examined at all if the fee was 10s. They 
get “ pega hunters” to go with them, and before they 
would go to a veterinary surgeon they would take the 
advice of a guinea hunter in a good many instances. I 
would be only delighted to see the fees increased, and 
if the other members of the profession would agree to it 
I would certainly agree. I think it would not be well 
to follow a lot of these letters. I could have written a 
letter saying I was “in sympathy.” They do not say 
they will put dowa their names and stick to it. That 
is all we can take from the a of these letters. 
Of course, we are all in sympathy with the raising of 
the fee. The other fees we have raised since the begin- 
ning of the war because the price of medicine is higher, 
— is higher, and horses are more expensive, and the 
armers expected we would raise these fees. But the 
fee for examination is a different thing. It has been 
the recognised fee all round. You cannot raise it ina 
district where all the other members of the profession 
are against you, and will not to raise it. That is 
the difficulty I would have to face, so far as I aim con- 
cerned. 
Mr. W. C. M. Smiru (Newry): There are two veter- 
coer engmons besides myself in Newry—Mr. Mark and 
Mr. McNally—both of -whom told me they would cer- 
tainly increase the fee, and so will I. In fact, we are 
going to do it, no matter who does not do it. 

Mr. H. McConnett (Armagh): I think the whole 
difficulty is the carrying of this into practice. We have 
in this room a good representation from the different 
towns, but the only town that seems to be unanimous 
is, I think, the town of Lisburn. Mr. Kernohan finds 
the difficulty that I would find myself. My opponent 
is not here, nor has he sent any letter to our secretary. 
However, throwing any opponent overboard, I myself 
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would be in favour of increasing the fee, and why should 
we consider the interests of the farmers ; we must con- 
sider our own interests. There is no doubt that if 
some of us get into a lawsuit over these examinations of 
horses, we may be cemiag to this association, or trying 
to get assistance from some other branch of the profess- 
ion. I do a fair amount of examination work, and I 
would have no hesitation in the morning in charging 
10s., and then let my client go where he fikes, because 
if I go to his house and ask Fim to bring in a couple of 
hundredweight of potatoes he never questions his con- 
science in charging me 8s. or 9s., whereas he used to 
charge me 2s. or 2s. 3d.(laughter). Itis only a question 
of getting all the members of the Association to 
unanimous, and we would not have the least difficulty, 
because the matter would adjust itself in a couple of 
months. Let the guinea hunter give his opinion on 
horses, and the farmers will eventually find they are in 
the wrong shop. I am prepared to go to Moy fair, and 
I am also prepared to come home again without examin- 
ing a horse if the members of this Association say the 
fee should be 10s. (applause). I am also prepared to 

it out in my own yard, and to let any man go and 
get is horse examined wherever he likes (applause). 

e had a fine meeting when our pockets were touched 
regarding the petrol question, but now I think we have 
an equally good opportunity for increasing our fees. It 
— mean a decrease in receipts for some time, but we 
could stand against that, and, as I have said, I think 
the matter would adjust itself. At the present time I 
think one requires to be more careful in giving his 
opiaion, because if a man spending £50 on a colt thinks 
there is the slightest thing at all wrong, he is liable to 
ump on you. There was a time when matters might 

ve been:overlooked, but now a man is more particular 
about the opinien which he gets. It is all very good 
about things being handed down from generation to 

neration, but it does not follow that we should abide 

y what was done before. As Mr. Johnston has said, 
now is the opportune time. Whether my opponents 
fall in with it or not, if it is the unanimous decision of 
this meeting that the fee should be increased, I am pre- 
pared to stand by it to the last and charge a fee of 10s. 

Mr. F. Russext (Lisburn) : I would be very glad to 

in for the raising of the fees and stick to + Ha but 
if there are others round abeut who will examine at the 
old price it would be very hard for us. If it is the will 
of the meeting to do it, 1 will only be too glad to go in 
for the rise. I examine a lot of horses at 10s., and it 
would be very hard if others continued. to examine at 5s. 
The farmers would soon walk off into Lurgan, or some- 
where else, if they could get examinations done at 5s.; 
but if Mr. Crichton sticks to the 10s., as I am sure he 
= will only be too glad to do it. 

The Cuarrman : Certainly I will stick to it. 

Mr. Peart (Cootehill) : I am in favour of raising the 
fees, but I can see a difficulty with regard to everyone 
being unanimous as to whether they will stick to it or 
not. I was glad to hear the views of Mr. Small, who is 
one of the nearest practitioners to me. If you come to 
the unanimous conclusion to stick to it, I, for one, won’t 
go against it (hear, hear). 

Mr. Henry Gipson (Cavan): Like all the rest of the 
members present, I am in full symvrathy with the 
increase of fees. Mr. M’Connell said there was only one 
town in which there was unanimity, but I must con- 
tradict him, because not only are all the Cavan practi- 
tioners unanimous, but all the members in the county 
except one are here to-night (applause). The onl 
anaber not here is the last to come into the county. 
think, therefore, that we will have no trouble. I have 
a certain leaning towards what Mr. Thompson says as 
regards the price of horses, because the horses we 
examine are never a big price. All I have examined are 
year-and-a-half olds, and they run in price from £17 to 





£35 and £40 ; and if we charge a 10s. fee a lot of them 
will disappear—and let them. ‘There is more said about 
the guinea fee in the south than it really amounts to, 
I get a guinea and two guineas sometimes in the God- 
forsaken place called Cavan. For that guinea in the 
south they may have to go 10 miles. They just get a 
guinea no matter where they have to go, but for exam. 
inations in their yards the fee is 10s. In Cavan, in fact, 
if the horses are only of the cheaper class, I get a 
guinea. It is impossible to give the attention you really 
should give when you examine, perhaps, up to a dozen 
horses or so on a fair day. There is a certain amount 
of responsibility attached, but we just express an 


be | Opinion, and 1 don’t think there is such a great respon- 


sibility at all. If the meeting s to 103. I entirely 
fall in with it, and I think we all should do so, but J 
should say that I think there are a lot of vets. worse 
than guinea hunters. I went once to Clones. I examined 
three horses, and I made up my mind I would never go 
back unless I was asked by some person specially to go, 
because I was taking the bread out of another man’s 
mouth. I have been asked by dozens of clients, “ Wil] 
you be in Clones?” and I say, “No, there are two 
veterinary surgeons in Clones, but if you want to pay me 
a guinea to go to Clones, whether you buy a horse or 
not I will go.” No doubt the farmers about our 
district are poor and will stop getting horses examined, 
but not for lo I think. I have made up my mind to 
charge 10s., re | I think my fellow practitioners here 
are inclined to do the same. 

Mr. P. A. McCorry (Ballyconnell): The price of 
horses has gone up very considerably, and the increase 
has certainly led to far more examinations. There 
were no examinations before I came to the district, but 
now on a good day I can get six or seven, and probably 
the least number I would examine in a day would be 
four. Of course, as has been said, if we raise the price 
the whole difficulty will be in getting it carried into 
effect. There is no doubt but we will get our fees for 
the examination of the colt, say, from one-and-a-half 
years up to three years old. These examinations 
will fall down for a considerable time, and other 
work may be reduced also. The farmers may turn 
against us and not be so likely to call on us, but 
whether we increase the fee to 10s. or not, our 
responsibility will not be added to or diminished, 
I think we should make as good an examination for 
5s. as we will for 10s. I look upon the examination 
fee of 5s. as about the easiest earned money I get, but I 
hope the meeting will vote for the increase. On the 
Enniskillen side Mr. Dunn and Mr. Hart doubt if the 
10s. fee will carry in that district. I think that, taking 
it generally, you will find it would be much easier to 

et increased fees for visits and medicines than it would 

for examinations, but, at the same time, I think it 
will come all right. (Applause). 

Mr. E. Witson (Virginia, co, Cavan) also supported 
the pro , pointing out that he always received a 
10s. c in county Meath. His trouble was in Cavan, 
but he was able to get 7s. 6d. I don’t think, he con- 
tinued, there should be the slightest difficulty if all the 
practitioners stand together and say they will not 
examine a horse for less than 10s. I am very glad to 
see every member from Cavan here except one, and I 
think I can say he is in full sympathy with the object 
of the meeting. (ores). ao 

Mr. Witt1am P. Watsu (Magherafelt): In my dis- 
trict there are eight veterinary surgeons in a radius of 
nine miles. I have spoken to them on this subject 
several times, and they said they did not think it would 
be unanimous. Well, I am the junior practitioner in 
county Derry, and I am quite prepared to stand or fall 
by the 10s. fee. I don’t care how much I lose by it. I 
spoke to Mr. Lamont and Mr. Meikle, Cookstown and 

r. Reilly, Maghera, and they are quite willing to raise 
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the fee, but then they say it would not unanimous. [ 
said to them that in the event of this meeting passing 
a resolution to increase the fees, we should call a meet- 
ing in our district to discuss the matter, and if the 
majority were in favour of a 10s. fee let them carry it 
out and let those who were not in favour of it stand 
out. I know that in our district there may be one or 
two who will not agree, but if they stand out let them 
doso. [ really think 10s. now would not be as good as 
hs. was before the war. When everything else is raised 
in price, and the farmers are getting increased prices 
for everything and paying inc prices for what 
they buy, why should not we raise the fees for examina- 
tion of horses? I know of men giving £50 for horses, 
though a few ago £10 or £15 was the highest price 
they gave. I am pane to agree to the fee of 10s., 
though it would be hard if they all went against it in 
my district. If a meeting is called and it is thrashed 
out, we will know who is going to stand out and who 
is not. 
Mr. S. LirtLe (Dungannon): I am quite in sympathy 
with the object of the meeting, but I believe if you 
increase the fee we won’t examine half as many horses. 
I think farmers would get their backs up, and then 
there is another point as regards feasibility, and that is 
the question of being unanimous. I know if we don’t 
all stick together and charge the same fee the majority 
of tke farmers will go to the men who only charge the 
5s. You may get a few decent farmers who will pay 
you a decent fee, but others won’t, and the trouble is: 
_Are we going to allow these backsliders to reap the 
benefit? Those in touch with others in certain districts 
should call meetings and talk the matter over. I would 
be quite agreeable to call a meeting in our own district. 
and if they are unanimous I would certainly fall in, but 
I certainly would not allow my neighbour to charge 5s. 
and take away my clients from me if I was charging 10s. 
_Mr. Jonn J. Ross (Belfast): I think the idea of 
having local meetings and making some arrangements 
iga good one. There is no doubt but we will examine 
fewer horses at the 10s. fee, but I believe we will have 
as much out of it. There isas much responsibility in 
examining a cheap horse asadear one. The man who 
buys a horse at £4 10s. or £5 is often far more exact 
than the man hg one at £100, and he is the boy who 
would come back at you. (Laughter.) I think Mr. 
Walsh’s suggestion is the best I have heard. 

Mr. A. P. Locan (Ballyclare) : I have increased my 
fees already by one-third. and I think it is really up to 
us so do so, because it would be absolutely impossible 
to pay our way on the existing fees. There is no 
difficulty in anyone increasing his fee. I now charge 
7s. 6d., and I find I get it as easily and as freely as I 
did the 5s. I am perfectly certain if we stood together 
we would have no difficulty at all in getting a 10s. fee, 
and I am perfectly prepared, if it is unanimous, to 
insist = a 10s. fee. 

Mr. Tuomas J. CArroui (Cavan): I am the last of 
the Cavan men to speak. I abide by what the others 
have said, and I am sure we will be able to carry it out. 

Mr. J. McLean (Belfast): I am in perfect sympathy 
with the raising of fees. 

Mr. Jornpan : I was in conversation with Mr. Samuel 
Thompson (Belfast), and he is in entire sympathy with 

increase of fees for the examination of horses. 

Mr. E. W. Lrrrtr, D.A.T.I. (Belfast): I am not a 
private practitioner, and I would not like to give an 
opinion on this, which is intimately concerned with 
men in ordinary practice, but if we perhaps analyse the 
minds of the men who have written saying they cannot 
put it into operation, you may conclude that these men 
would put it into operation if they thought it was poss- 
ible, and their only fear is that their opponents would 
not doit. Ican tell a story in regard to one of the 


oldest practitioners who charges a guinea fee for examin- 
ing a horse. There is a notice in his yard to the effect 
that on and after a certain date the fee would be a 
guinea, and when I asked him about it he said : ‘‘ There 
never was a horse taken out of my yard before being 
examined.” When the men saw the notice there was 
no question about it. | think if something like that 
was done through the country; if, say, this association 
sent out notices to the effect that the fee would be 
increased, it would be paid as a matter of course. You 
will get some people who will agree to nothing, no 
matter what you propose. This is the greatest cattle- 
raising country in the world, and when we consider 
that its great trade is due to the healthy condition of 
our flocks and herds—and it is up to every veterinary 
surgeon to help to maintain that state of things—surel 
in that case “the labourer is worthy of his hire,” and 
certainly think all fees should be raised. There is no 
doubt that the veterinary surgeon in Ireland is not 
getting what he is worthy of. There are something 
like 2,500 veterinary surgeons in England, while there 
are only about 500 in Ireland, and I think under the 
circumstances, we should be decently treated, as we are 
an asset to the country. (Applause). 

Mr. McConnet.: A resolution has been handed to 
me to move, and I think, after hearing the opinions of 
the various members here, that there will be no difficu!- 
ty about passing it. I sincerely trust that any member 
of the profession present who is not a member of this 
association or some other association of the kind, will 
become one, because I know that, so far as I am 
concerned, I have derived great benefit from being a 
member of the association. I find that when I meet a 
member here, and meet him elsewhere in my profess- 
ional capacity, I can meet him on a good deal more 
friendly footing. It always leads to the amicable settle- 
ment of disputes, which, I think, is a great benefit to 
our profession. There isno doubt that as time wears 
on situations will crop up which, by being in a body, 
we will be better able todeal with. After the expression 
of opinion which we have heard on the question of 
raising the fee, I think the only question is: How are 
we going to carry it out’ If we can only manage to 
bring the members into unison, I have not the least 
doubt that the matter would adjust itself very soon. 
The resolution is as follows .— 


“That this meeting of the members of the veterinary 
profession in the north of Ireland, being convinced that 
the present scale of fees for professional services is 
inadequate, owing to the increased cost of living and 
general sundry expenses, travelling outlay, ete., they 
request members of the profession to in future charge 
a fee of ten shillings (10s.) for examining horses for 
soundness.” 


If we can only get all members to fall in with us and 
work this scheme. I think there is no doubt but it 
would become unanimous. 

Mr. GARDNER: seconding, said the speakers laid 
particular stress on the necessity of all being unanimous. 
That was what they would never get, but said he, “I 
will have no hesitation in charging the 10s. fee. I will 
not examine a horse after the New Year for less than 


Os. 

Mr. W. P. Watsu: I move as an amendment that 
local meetings be called, and that the results of those 
meetings be sent to the Secretary (Mr. Jordan). The 
best way is to call meetings at different centres and see 
what agreement they can come to. 


Mr. SMITH Medway 5 Supposing every member here 
to-night would take his own district and ask the mem- 
bers in it to sign an agreement that they would not take 
less than 10s. I have no hesitation in saying I could 





get five or six round my district to sign such an agree- 
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ment, and if every member here would do likewise we 
could know how we stood. I second Mr. Walsh’s 


amendment. Lieut. (on prob.) R. R. Dalling is confirmed in his rank, 


Mr. McConne z : I think the best thing would be to 


pass the motion, and then the amendment can be put in Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt. :—R. B. Cockburn (Jan. 27). 


the form of a proposition as the means of carrying out 
the object of motion. 

Mr. Kernonay : I take it, if the motion is passed, 
there is nothing binding about it ? 

The Cuarrman: There is ext binding except 
the amendment proposed by Mr. Walsh. 

Mr. KeRNonwAN : I would be in favour of the motion. 
We will be talking to our friends about this, and we 
may arrive at something definite. My reason for asking 
if it is not binding is that if I signed it my fear is that 
some people would sign it, and would very soon back 
out of it and charge 5s. 

The CuHarrMan : I hope that won’t hap 


n. 
Mr. Kernonan : I hope not, but Iam afraid it would. | Capt. H.S. Elphick relinquishes his commn. on account 


Still, I would support the motion as far as it goes to- 


night. 


matter was discussed at district meetings as it had been 
discussed at that meeting, he had not the slightest 


doubt but the members in the several districts would Lieut. to be Capt.:—R. H. Penbale (Jan. 19). 


agree to carry it. 
The motion to increase the fee was passed unani- 


mously, as also was Mr. Walsh’s proposition, and a The following casualty is reported :— 


short discussion followed as to the best method of hold- 
ing the meetings in the country districts. It was de- 
cided to send copies of the resolution to all practitioners 


To be temp. Lts. :—S. Littler, J. Robertson (Jan. 27). 


To be temp. Hon. Lieut. :—F. C. Simpson (Feb. 1). 


e 
Temp. Lts. to be noe. Capts. :—L. E. L. Taylor 


Feb. 14, 
The CHAIRMAN, in putting the resolution, said if the | Lt.-Col. (temp.) A. H. Lane (Maj. R. of O.) we od» Ti 









Feb. 14. 






and to be Capt. (Jan. 6). 





Feb. 15. 







Canapian A.V.C. 





Feb. 







3, 1916); A. P. 
Cassells (Nov, 14, 1916); J. D. Me 
1916). 


TERRITORIAL Force, ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
Feb. 9. 


14. 
fom 
ambers (Nov. 6 1916); F. H. 
Gillivray (Nov. 24, 










of ill-health (Feb. 10). 





his commn. in the T.F. on vacating the appointment 
of A.D.V.S. (Dec. 19, 1916). 















Diep—Pte. G. E. Whitton, 18260 (Westleigh, Devon), 









in the north of Ireland. 
The meeting then adjourned. 








ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 





Extracts from London Gazette, 
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THE COLLEGE FUNDS AND THE WAR LOAN, 


Sir,—I fail to see much business acumen in the letter of 








Was Orrios, Wurrenats, Feb. 13. obtained without overlapping, by each Fellow or Member 


The King has been pleased to award the Meritorious | of the t 
Service Medal to the following, in recognition of valu-| finances. I hope however, that the Finance Com- 
able services rendered with the Armies in the field :— | mittee of the Council will show expert trustee know- 

ledge in the investment of any available funds. 


‘‘ Anonymous.’’ The result he is striving for may be 






R.C.V.S. subscribing whole-heartedly to its 







The day when the acme of trustee ability extended almost 
entirely to a consideration of and plumping for Consols is 





* * * 
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ASA e AOR TRUM 8 A = 
; 


Sgt. (actg. Sgt.-Maj.) T. Dennis, a.v.c., 154. 
Pte. (actg. Sgt.) W. Jefford, a.v.c., 4540. 





Buckingham Palace, Feb. 14. 


The following had the honour of being received by 
the King, when His Majesty invested them with the 
Insignia of the respective Divisions of the Orders into 
which they have been admitted :— ' 

Tue Most HonourRaBLE ORDER OF THE BATH. 

(Minitary Drviston). 
C.B. 
* * * * * 


Colonel Alfred Queripel, late Army Veterinary Dept. 


THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER. 
* * * * * 


Major Augustine Leaning, A.v.c. 





Reauiar Forces. ARMY VETERINARY CoRPs. 
Feb. 9. 


Deputy A.D.V.8.—Graded for pay as a Staff-Capt. :— 
t. A. A. Pryer, vice temp. Cape, E. G. R. Fair- 





holme (Jan. 4). 





t. They are now, even more than they were in the 

t, only the amateur trustee’s first refuge, and the 
Council in the past seems to have been very amateurish 
in this matter. I do hope in the future that if the Council 
have any available funds to invest they will exhibit true 
trustee foresight, and give due consideration to all the 
legitimate trustee investments.— Yours truly, 







AWARE. 











THE LEG SPLINT (p. 337) 


Dear Sirs,—In your report of the S.E. Veterinary Asso- 
ciation, held at Canterbury, I notice it has not been men- 
tioned that the leg splint, of which you produce an excellent 
illustration, was employed for a simple fracture of the tibis. 
Without this information the case loses its chief interest. 
Yours faithfully, 

Tros. A. Hupanp. 





Herne Bay, Feb. 13. 



















A “pic ambulance ”—a specially constructed band- 
cart—has been provided by an ene donor for the 
conveyance of fat pigs (those too bulky to walk) between 
Chichester railway station and cattle market. 
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THE PAY OF TERRITORIAL AND TEMPORARY 
OFFICERS. 


Sir,—I have noted the remarks of your correspondents 


in your issues of 3rd and 10th inst., re Officers A. V.C.(T.F.). | > 


I think the last-named is in error as to the amount of 
bonus due to officers of the A.V.C. (T.F.) at the eud of the 
war. I may, however, have more to say on this point 
later. 

The grievances of the Territorial Officers A.V.C. (T.), I 
agree, are very real; I have already brought some of them 
to the notice of the Council, and they were relegated toa 
Committee to consider and report thereon, which they did 
at the quarterly meeting in April last, to the effect that, “no 
steps could be taken.’’ I may add, however, that our 
worthy President has interested himself privately, and, I 
think, has been the means of bringing about some improve- 
ment. It is not my intention to take steps, which may 
cause embarassment to a Department already overworked, 
during the progress of the war, but so soon as it is over, I 
am afraid I shall have many unpleasant things to say. , 

In the meantime, I shall be glad if Veterinary Officers, 
having a grievance, will kindly write me “ confidentially,’’ 
fully explaining the same, to assist me in fully preparing 
my case.—Yours faithfully, 

J. C. Coreman, late Capt. a.v.c. (1.¥.). 

Swindon. Feb. 13. 


CANINE PRACTICE—FEES. 


The letter signed ‘‘Observer’’ concerning veterinary 
procgerts, in your issue of a fortnight ago, interested me; 
and I have waited to see if anyone would reply to it. No 
one has yet done so; so I venture to touch upon one por- 
tion of its subject-matter which is of great importance, and 
is also, I think, open to controversy—viz., dog practice. 
It is not a controversial subject in man ts; for 
everyone will agree with your correspondent that it was 
once foolishly neglected, and that it has now become, and 
is likely to remain, one of our mainstays. But I think that 
there is room for difference of opinion regarding the fees 
for it. 

Your correspondent advocates Rerouting the fees up. This 
may be all very well for some clients; though it is Jonbtful 
whether it will continue to be so during the hard years to 
follow the war. But is there not another class of clients 
which might become even more important to us in many 
districts ; but which has often been driven away from us in 
the past, and certainly would be in the near future, by 
this practice of keeping the fees high ? 

There is a large class of dog owners of small means— 
clerks, small shop-keepers, artisans, and-the like—who 
constitute almost the entire Be ge we in many districts. 
Many of these people value their dogs as highly as do the 
wealthy or well-to-do clients who have hitherto been chiefly 
cultivated by the canine veterinary surgeon ; and they are 
willing to pay us according to their means. But they are 
not prepared to pay us more than they pay their own 
medical men, and are we justified in expecting them to do 
so? Ithink not; and I further think that these people 
form a source of income which veterinary surgeons—speak 
ing very broadly, of course—have never yet tapped. Of 
course, the money we get from them is more best earned 
than that gained from the better class client—but everyone 
must be prepared to work harder, and earn less, in the 

that are coming. My view is that, if we charged lower 
we should very often end by earning more money and 
being of much greater public utility. 
ly, what are we to understand by such expressions 
as ‘‘respectable fees’’ for dog practice? Of course, the 
fees must vary with the district; but the question of re- 
muneration for dog practice is well worth discussion in 
your correspondence eolumns. There are practitioners— 
and a good many—whose ideas of a respectable fee do not 
fall short of 7s. 6d. for a visit to a case within half-a-mile, 
with & little medicine; and something like 5s., for advice and 
medicine, at the surgery. Some charge more, but have 


not even these fees always been prohibitive for the majority 
of the population, and is not that majority likely to be a 
larger one in the near future? What proportion of the 
medical profession receive such fees ?— Yours truly, 
Urierrarian. 





SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1917 :— 


R. G. Anderson, Major A.v.c. 

A. H. Andrew, Ware 

G. E. Bowman, Leeds 

H. H. Ferguson, Warrington 

T. Cozens Garry, Wardsworth 

W. W. wp | Hertford 

J. F. Healy, Midleton 

Robert Herbert, Rochdale 

S.S. Herbert, Lieut. a.v.c. 

Henry Holroyd, Blackburn 

D.8. Jack, King’s Lynn 

J. Lindsay, Dumfries 

Prof. J. R. McCall, Glasgow, 

John Malcolm, Birmingham 

James O’Carroll, Capt. a.v.c. 

E. P. Owen, Thame 

Harry Peele, Capt. a.v.c. 

agp Rimmer, Kendal 

H. L. Roberts, Ipswich 

Walter Western, aay “ey Berks 
0 


0. ‘ 

T. Wilkinson, jun., Lanchester 

O. Trevor Williams, Anglesea 
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“Malnutrition.” 


A largely-attended poy of the Chemistry and 
Physics Section was held at the Plymouth Institution 
on Friday 9th inst, Dr. A. E. Tutton F.R.S., presiding. 
eens the paper on “ Vitamines,” read at the last 
meeting by Mr. J. Donald Matthews, the subject of 
“ Malnutrition” was introduced by Mr. P. Gillard Bond, 
M.R.C.V.S. 

Malnutrition, said Dr. Bond, was indicated by arrest- 
ed growth, non-elaboration of tissue, functional de- 
rangement, premature decay, and chronic inflammatory 
action. As an instance of malnutrition, the causes and 
symptoms of osteo-porosis, a bone disease in animals, 

rst described by Professor Varnell in 1860, were ex- 
haustively dealt with. It resulted probably from 
changes brought about in foodstuffs by the treatment 
of the soil in which they are grown, as well as by rear- 
ing on ill-drained land or sterile upland pastures. 
Osteo-porosis was also known as “ millers horse disease.” 
In the days when the germinal portion of the wheat 
was retained in the flour, the horses were fed on the 
offal, which did not contain this essential. The later 
practice of producing white flour left the germinal part 
available for the horses, and a lessening of disease was 
noted. The speaker was of opinion that the new war 
flour will prove the most nutritious that has been made 
for 35 years, and that better health and better teeth 
will result. 
The question of the advisability of the inclusion of 
maize in a dietary was considered. The speaker's 
neral conclusions were distinctly against it. In con- 
rmation of this view the of a peculiar 
ailment in certain horses fed on maize was described in 
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animals, were those which retain 
gredients ; artificial food lacked life sustaining principle. 
—The Western Daily Mercury. 
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detail. Lymphangitis was followed by various 5 
toms difficult of diagnosis, but strongly resembling 
those of cerebro-spinal-meningitis. The disuse of maize 
orses of the same firm caused a 
cessation of the disease. The use of new maize in 
Austria has resulted in serious ill-health amon 
t Maize should be poagerly “ sweated 

ore being used for human food. 
Among other points dealt with were the effect of the 
absence of lime salts in drinking water, and the 
ficial effect on both milk and wheat of the use of lime 
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The view was strongly expressed that a reversion to 
the more Spartan mode of living which obtained many 
years —— modern luxuries and provision for 
comfort me common, would result in an increase of 
oods, both for men and 
ed their natural in- 


Marking of Pigs.—Cruelty charge dismissed. 


In the Northern Police Court on Wednesday, 31st ult., 
before Mr. Macinerney, k.c., John Daly and Henry 
Brown were summoned for “oy 
Davis, solicitor, appeared for the 
Friery, solicitor, appeared for the defence. 

Mrs. Shewell, of the R.S.P.C.A., stated that on Jan. 
ig market with scratches on 
ks. Some of these scratches or cuts were 
seven or eight inches long, and blood was oozing from 
them. The pigs were shivering. 
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Mr. Kerr, m.8.c.v.s., Veterinary Officer to the Agri- 
cultural Department, said the practice of one 
marking was an unnecessary cruelty, as the marking 
could be done with a dye. , 

Mr. Macinerney said pigs had always been marked in 
this way. He could not 
pigs with a new dye. 

Mr, Lambert, M.R.C.v.8., bern go that the dye could 
be used, or they could be mark 0 
In his opinion slashing was a cruelty which might have 
evil after effects on the pig. 

Mr. Hoey said he had q 
markets with pigs. The hair was clipped 
made with a round-pointed scissors (produced). He 
did not consider it cruelty, as the pigs never squ 
made for exportation, and it was the 
onl wae y which they could be identified on arrival 
in England. 

Mr. Richardson, M.B.c.v 8., Veterinary Officer to the 
County Council, said that scratching with a scissors 
was not a cruelty in any sense, though the use of a 
knife was cruel. He never saw pi 
in any other way. He did not believe d 
on eight hours, as pigs had a habit of rolli 

Mr. Friery said it was ridiculous to say 
a cruel practice. : 

Mr. Macinerney, in dismissing the case, said the sys- 
tem of markiv 
immemorial. 


y slas 
king with a knife so as to draw blood 
would be cruelty. Marking with a special scissors, as 
this case, was not cruelty according to 
the evidence of experts for the prosecution. These 
would not w 
Davis asked to have a case stated. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
Foot- Pe 

Sots, : ty Glanders. t Mange t Swine Fever. 

: Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- Shee: a, a 
Period. breaks| mals.| Out- | Ani- fbreaks| mals.) OC% | Ati |cab.| Ont- ‘Siang, | 
| breaks mals. x . breaks ee | 
(a) | (a) | (0) (0) >) | (@) | | 
Gr. BRITAIN. , 
Week ended Feb.10 | 16 | 17 | | 3 94] 92] 29 41 12 ) 
{ 
, 1916 13 | 18 2 5] 86] 193] 12 83 236 

Coommmpeeting 1915 27 | 29 | 3| 2 13} 68 | 280 
1914 oe ae GR 2| 8s} 94| 190] 13 61 669 ) 
t Total for 6 weeks, 1917 84 | 89 4 7} 521 | 1102] 203] 234 84 

i _— — 

; 1916 76 | 78 9| 30] 573/| 1525] 109} 46° | 1480 ‘ 
Co: nding 1915 .| 115 | 129 s| 7 92} 475 | 2062 ( 
4 = 1914 , «.. | 117 | 127 11| 34] 522) 10835] 84] 298 | 25651 t 
(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. + Counties affected, animals attacked :— Derby 3 I 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb. 13, 1917 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. y 
) | Outbreaks | F 
IRELAND. Week ended Feb. 3 | a 1 10 4 | 4 
1916... | o “ 20 5 2 p 

Corresponding Week in ; 1915 ... sie 
. 1914 ... 1 | 19 3 83 4 20 ‘ 

| | 
Total for 5 weeks, 1917 em. | 6 7 | 16 90 : 
1916... | 1 | 5 | 9 8 | 1s a1 ; 
Correspendin riod in + 1915 .. ioe ats ia. <a 5 
et! 1914... nn ¥ pte 17 1s | 15 94 li 
; : : ; di 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instructi n for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Feb. 6, 1917. 

j Wozs.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As diseased or Exposed to Infection b 
q 
it 
tit 


